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captures the imagination
but travellers stil demand

industry fair InnoTrans for
the latest technologies
and innovations keeping
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A rail yard is usually a fallow zone; a
place for trains not running or working
but “dwelling”, in industry speak. But
the 145 vehicles parked in the outdoor
display area at InnoTrans ~ Berlin's
biennial rail industry trade fair, which
celebrated its 10th edition in September
— are doing much more than dwelling
These shiny trams, monorails, double-
decker regional trains and locomotives
are the prize products of exhibitors here
to launch the newest technologies and
innovations in rail transport.

With nearly 3,000 exhibitors from 55
countries showing across 200,000 sq m of
space, InnoTrans is larger than ever; in
fact it has not stopped expanding since
its launch in 1996. “This is the most
important trade fair for this industry in
the world; there’s nothing that comes close
10 it,” says Jeanette Bowden of Canada-
based transport company Bombardicr.

On the fair’s first day, well-heeled
viewers stood in a long line to see the
interior of the sharp-nosed Frecciarossa
1000: the sexy new-generation bullet
train that Bombardier and AnsaldoBreda
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European Railway Industry, unveiled the
results of a study it commissioned from
strategy consultants Roland Berger that
forecast the sector’s next five years. Amaz-
ingly, rail supply’s most mature market,
western Europe, s holding a steady lead.
Latin America, Asia Pacific and North
America were revealed as high-potential
regional markets, in part because Brazil,
Colombia, the US and China (whose
showing at this InnoTrans was the big-
gest ever, with 28 companies) are invest-
ing heavily in new projects.

Both Africa and the Middle East have
seen explosive growth in recent years
that they are likely to maintain, “Despite
the crisis a lot of countries are still going
through, this industry is resilient to eco-
nomic ups and downs. And alternative
financing tools like public-private part-
nership will gain in importance,” says
Gitroén, pointing out that the total global
rail market is forecast to increase 2.7 per
cent each year to approximately €176bn
a year between 2017 and 2019

How this will happen is unclear: rail
expansion in the global east has the
potential to overtake the west, with
Europe’s stability perhaps flagging in
the face of ageing infrastructure and
the need to compete for customers with
new service-based products and routes.
North America lags some distance in
terms of investment as well, especially in
passenger travel.

Still, after touring InnoTrans 2014’
gleaming display trains, set to roll out
on urban and long-haul rails around the
world, it's not difficult to imagine many
smooth rides into the future. — (11
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Rail’s future

The Fuurs Mobilty Pari
lounge made its

appoarance atthe show,
providing a space to pres-
ent ideas for the future of
rail travel. Munich-based
industrial designer Gerhardt
Kellermann displayed what
he calls “add-ons". “Taking
the Deutsche Bahn's ICE,
we came up with ideas to
improve the train experi-
ence [that were] realistic
and not too far into the
future,” he says. Keller-
mann's office came uj

with an induction charger

anu best of all, since high-
d trains no longer
2how passengers o open
‘windows, a “panorama”
train carriage with standing
tables, floor ventilation

gerhardithellermann.com
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Jeanette Bowden
from Bombadier
Potential clients test
new seating
Superlight bogie
Designer Gerhardt
Kellermann
Frecciarossa 1000's
conference room




	relvaokellermann_press_monocle_nov_2014
	relvaokellermann_press_monocle_nov_2014_02
	relvaokellermann_press_monocle_nov_2014_03

